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Virtual Reality as  
the next platform. 

Virtual and augmented reality were 
at the core of everything SXSW 
Interactive. For better or worse, 
everywhere you turned offered a 
glimpse into a futuristic South Park-
esque VR world. 
 
GaryVee said it, SXSW brought it, 
everyone thought it. Virtual reality is 
clearly on the way and it’s here to 
stay. Even McDonald’s had an 
installation where you could design 
your own virtual Happy Meal box. 
 
Excited? Nervous? Scared? 
 
Just be ready. It’s coming, with 
applications you can’t even imagine. 



3 OBJECT 9 

Live streaming is  
the real deal. 

Between Facebook Live, Meerkat, 
Twitch, Periscope and YouNow, the 
live streaming world has never been 
as exciting. A face-to-face with your 
favorite celebrity (read: social media 
star) is now just a click away. 
Participation Media is the new KPI as 
real time engagement is the focus. 
 
Periscope: Great to grow your Twitter 
following + easy to use. 
 
Facebook Live: Big celebrities/brands. 
 
YouNow: Split-screen video and 
interview functions. Leverages an 
immensely positive community. 
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Rise of Civic 
Engagement 

President Barack Obama delivered 
a riveting keynote on our first day in 
Austin, marking the first time that a 
sitting President gives a keynote in 
SXSW’s 30-year history. 
 
In his talks, he addressed privacy 
issues as well as governmental issues, 
namely outdated IT infrastructure 
and the need for recruiting top tech 
talent in the government sector.  
 
Convening leaders across different 
industries to solve problems merits a 
call for civic engagement. With the 
connectivity higher than ever, it’s 
time our citizens step up for our 
country. 
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The South Got 
Something to Say 

The Metro Atlanta Chamber’s 
ChooseATL marketing initiative went 
into full force at SXSW, showing 
attendees how ATL is booming with 
cultural vibrancy. 
 
The two-day experience included 
SXSW panels, rooftop parties with 
Atlanta musicians and ATL eats, and 
of course some Southern hospitality. 
 
Killer Mike and Shanti Das discussed 
Atlanta’s influence; Yik Yak, The 
Bitter Southerner, The Walking Dead 
and HowStuffWorks held discussions; 
and Rock City rocked the stage. 
 
Learn more: http://chooseatl.com   
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Self-Driving Cars 

Chris Urmson, the leader of Google’s 
Self-Driving Car Project, went over 
key updates to the program, insights 
gained from opening test drives to 
Googlers, and then a Q&A. 
 
In car entertainment will be a huge 
industry: Think of your future car as 
an extension of your house or room. 
 
City planning and architecture will 
never be the same. Imagine a 
downtown with zero parking lots. 
 
“Some people want to drive, some 

don't, and some can't (think 
cerebral palsy). We're in this 

together for net benefits to society.” 
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The Internet of  
Caring Things 

The IoT (Internet of Things), meaning 
the networks of connected devices 
enabling data exchanges and 
improved quality of life, is all the 
buzz and has been a SXSW trend for 
some time. 
 
Meet the Internet of Caring Things, 
and its subsections (health, security, 
family, mindfulness, etc.) providing 
support to the aging population 
through remote technologies that 
engage our >100 y/o population.  
 
“Current city infrastructure was built 

for and by our youth. It’s time to 
create homes that adapt to us as we 

age, not the other way around.” 
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The Immersive Self 

Wearable technology is everywhere 
today, especially in Austin around 
SXSW. Look around right now and 
you’ll probably see an Apple Watch 
or Fitbit strapped to your friend’s wrist. 
 
Imagine a device that goes beyond 
simple tracking to truly improve your 
quality of life by treating chronic pain. 
 
Meet Quell, winner of SXSW’s Best 
Wearable Technology in the 2016 
Interactive Innovation Awards. 
 
Gone are the days of “there’s an app 
for that,” as we’ll soon see this  
wearable-immersion creep in to most 
parts of our lives. 
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Twitter is here to stay. 

If I learned one thing from the Twitter 
panel, it is that Twitter is thriving and 
the platform is innovating like crazy. 
What’s LIVE is most important to 
Twitter and to its future. 
 
Some recent innovations: 
1)  #MascotScope: strap a GoPro on  

a mascot, watch the game from 
their angle (h/t Andrew Barge) 

2)  Moments: storytelling compilations 
to showcase the biggest global 
happenings. 

3)  Ranked Timelines: Don’t miss your 
favorite tweets. 

4)  GIFs: Who doesn’t like a GIF Party? 
5)  Culture: @ Olympics - Not just sports 

moments but cultural milestones. 
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Inspiration 

From watching key decision makers 
and influencers present their work and 
thoughts to questioning my every day 
actions, I felt fully inspired and 
motivated from the get-go. 
 
Gary Vaynerchuk (entrepreneur, 
investor, online influencer) said it best: 
 

"[In life] we're given one at-bat.  
We die. That's it.” 

- Gary Vaynerchuk 
 
Take a step back and reevaluate 
yourself and your decisions. Do what 
makes you happy, be more patient, 
and don’t settle. 
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The SXSW Mentor  
Sessions are Gold. 

Next time you’re registering for SXSW 
and looking at the 1,000’s of session 
choices, I urge you to sign up for a 
few Mentor Sessions. 
 
The program launched in 2012 and 
gives you ~10 minutes of face time 
with industry vets. 
 
I met with reps from Twitter, Google, 
WeWork, the MLS, the SF Giants, 
Adidas, the Golden State Warriors, 
TechCrunch, Publicis, and Ogilvy 
Brasil… the takeaway being the 
connection we now have and the 
conversations we shared. Truly 
incredible people and perspectives. 
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Thanks for reading! 

Steffan Pedersen 
 
@steffanpedersen 
http://steffanpedersen.com  
steffanjpedersen@gmail.com  
 


